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InNTRODUCING WESTERN SOCIOLOGISTS

Sociology is sometimes called the child
al the ‘age al revolution’, This is because
1L was born in 19th century Weslern
Europe, aller revalulionary changes in
Lhe preceding three cenluries Ul
devisively changed the way people Hyed.
Three revolutions paved the way for the
cmergence  of  sociology:  the
Enlightenmenl, or Lhe seientillc
revolution: the French Revolution: and
Lthe Industrial Revolution. These
priwesses completely lmnsformed nol
anly BEurapean soclety, bul also the rest
ol the warld s Il came Into conlact with
Eumope,

In this chapler the key ldeas of
three soclological thinkers: Karl
Marx, Emile Durkbicim and Max
Webwer will be discussed.  As noart of
Lhe elassical tradition ol sociology,
Lthey lald the foundation of the
subject. Thelr ldeas and insighls
huave remained relevant even in the
contemporary period.  Of course,
these ideas have also been subjected
o critleism and have undergone
autjor modificulions. Bul since ideas
about socviecly ure Lhemsclves
influenced by social conditions, we

begin with a lew words aboul the
conlex! in which soclology emerged.

Tim CONTEXT OF SoCioLocy

The modern era in Europe and the
conditions of modernity thal we lake
for granted (nday were brought about
by three major processes. These were:
the Eniighh_:mlcnt or dawning of the
‘age of meason’, the guest lor politleal
soverevignty embodied in the Freach
Revolution; and the system ol mass
manufacture Inauguraled by the
Industrial Revolutlon,  Since (hese
have been discussed at lenglh in
Chapter 1 of Introducing Socielogy,
here we will only mention some al the
intelleciual consequences of Lthese
momenious changes.

Activity |
Revisil the dissussion of Lhe coming
of the l;uudum age i Et;rplur 1:.




The Enlighlenmenl

During the lale 17Lth and 18th
centurles, Weslerst Evropwe saw Lhe
cmergenee of radically new ways of
Lhinking aboul the world. Refered Lo
as The Enlightenment’, these new
philosaphics established the human
being at the eentre of the universe,
and mational thought as the central
festure of the humam being. The ability
to think rationally and critically
Iransformed Lhe individoal human
being lnlo both the producer and Lhe
user of all knowledge, the ‘Knowlng
subject’. On Lthe other hund, only
persons who could think and reason
eould be considered as Tully human.
These who coudd not remained deficient
as hvnriean beines aod were consldered
a8 riol fully evolved humans, as o the
case of Lhe natives of primitive socleties
or ‘savages. Being the handiwork of
humons, socicly was amenahle (o
ralional  analysis  and thus
vornprehensible to other humans, For
reason lo berome the deflning feature
ol the humon world, It was necessary
o displace nature, religion and the
divine acts of gods from the ofntrmal
position they had in cariier ways ol
understanding the world, This means
thial the Enlightenment was made
posaible by, and In lurn helped (o
develop, alliludes of mind that we
refer Lo oday as secular, sclertilic
and humanistic.

The French Revolution

The Freneh Revolution [1789)
announced the arrival of political
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sovercignly al the level of individuals
as well ds nallon-states, The
Declaration of Human Rights asserted
the eqgunlity of all cllizens and
questioned Lhe legitimacy of privileges
inheriled by birth, 11 signaled the
crancipation of the individual from
the oppressive fule of the religlous aned
[eudal instliutions that dominated
Franece before the Revalulion, The
prasanis, most of whom were serls (ar
bhonded labourers) ted (o landed
estiales owned by members ol the
aristocracy, were lreed of thelr bonds,
The numerous laxes paid by the
peasants (o the feudal lords and o the
clinreh were cancelled. As fee cllbsens
of the republie, sovercign individunls
were invesied with rdghts and were
cgunl before the law and other
lnstitutions of Lhe stale, The state had
Lto respeclt the privacy ol the
atlonomous individual aned iis laws
could nol intrude upon Lhe domestie
llle of the peaple, A separation was
buill belween the publle fealm ol Lhe
stale and i private realm of the
houschold. New ideas aboul what was
appraprinle to the public and private
spheres developed, For example,
religion and the fmily becnne maore
‘privile’ while education [specially
schooling) became more “public”,
Morcover. the nation-stale itsell was
also redefined as a sovercign entily
with a gentralised government. The
Idesls ol the French Revolulion —
liberty, eguality and [ralérmily —
became the walchwords af Lhe
modern stale,
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The Indusirial Revolullon

The loundalions of moderi industry
were Lald by (he Indastrial Revolution,
wliloh begtan [n Britaln b te Lnle 180
and early 19h centures, It had lwo
major aspects, The flrst was the
syvalemalic applleation of scienee and
technology Lo industrial production,
particularly the invention of new
muichines and the harmessing of new
sources of power. Sccondly, the
industrial revalution also evolved new
wayvs ol organising labour and
markels on & scale larger than
anylhing (n the pasl, New machines
like the Spinning Jenny (whdeh greatly
increased the productivity of the textile
industry] and new methods of
oblaining power [such as the varions
versions ol the steam engine) facilitaled
the production process and gave rise
to the factory system and mass
manufacture of goods, These poods
were now produced on a gigantic scale
for distant murkels aeross Che world.
The row materials used in their
production were also obtained from all
over the world. Medern large scale
industry thus became a world
wide phenomenon.

These changes in the production
system also resulted in major changes
In social life. The factorics sel up In
urban areas were manned by workers
who were uprooted [fom the rurul
areas and cime o the eitles in'search
of work, Low wages al ihe |[aclory
meant that men, women and even
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children had 1o work long hours in
harardous cifeumsiances Lo cke out
a lving. Modern indusiry enabled
the urban to dominale over Lthe
rural. Citles and lowrs became the
dominant forms of human
seltlement, housing large and
uncqgual populations in small,
densely populaled urban arcas.
The rich and powerful lved in the
cllies, bul so did the working
classes who lived in slums amidst
poverly and squalor. Modern forms
of governance, with the stale
assuming control of health,
sunilafion, crime conirol and
general “development’ ereated the
demand lor new kinds of knowledge.
The social scienees and particularly
sociology emerged partly as a
responsc Lo this need.

From the outsel sociological
thought was concerned with the
sclentille analysis of developments in
Industriil society. This has prompled
observers Lo argue thal sociology was
the “scienee of the new Indusirial
sociely’. Empirically Informed
scientic discussion aboul lrends in
sociial behaviour only became
pussible with the advent of modern
industirial soclety. The selentific
information generated by Lhe state (o
maonitor and mainiain the health of
its social body became the basis for
rellection on sociely. Sociologleal
theory was the resull of this sell-
rdlection.

B
f



6H UNDERSTANHMNG SENCIETY
Karl Marx (1818 1883)
Biography

Karl Marx was born on 5 May 1518 in Trier, part of v -
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163436 Sindied hiwat the Unverstty of Bonnand. | 3 o |
then ot the University of Berlin, where he = a8 -
was much influenced by the Young l_,ﬁul' ?
Hegelians. E :

1841:  Completed his doctoral thesis tn =% =
philosophy from the University of Jena. ‘ -“""r--

1843 Married Jenmy von Westphalen and moverd

IB4T:  lnvited by the International Warking Men's Assncialion (o prepare o
dorument spetfing ot its ainss and abjectives. This was written jointly
by Marx and Engels and publishe mﬂwﬁm&ﬂnﬂmm
Pty (1945)

1549, mlnwwmm@mm

852 The Eyfieenth Baimaive of Louls Bonuparte [published).

18559 A Contribatian to the Critique of lolitical Economy (publistied).

BET: m [.".m: L Fl'“lhl-l-ﬂhﬂﬂ'_

1881: Death of Jonny von Wesiphal

IBE3: Marx diss and: lﬂﬂrhﬂ in L.:mdnur; Highgate Cemetery.

Karl Marx was lrom Gérmuny but
apenl most of his intellectually
productive years in exile in Britain, His
rudical political views led him (o be
exiled [rom Germany, France and
Ausirian., Though Marx had studied
philosophy he was nol a philosopher.
He was o seciad thinker who advoented
an enel Lo oppression and cxploliation.
He belleved thatl scientiflic soctalism
would achieve (his goal. To thot end
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he engaged in a eritical analysis of
capitalisl sociely lo exposc (s
weaknesses dand bring aboul s
downinll, Marx arpued that human
spclety hiad progressed through
different stages. These werne: primilive
communism, slavery, leudalism and
caplialism. Capltalism was the olest
phase of human advancemeni, bul
Marx belicved that it would give way
Ly soelalism,
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Capitalist soclely was marked by
an ever Inlensilying process al
allenation operaling al several levels,
Firsl, modern caplialist soclely IS one
wlicre humans are more alicnated
from nature than ever belore: seeand,
hurian beings are alicnaled from each
other as caplialism individualises
proviously colleclive lforms ol social
arganisation, and as relalionships gel
more and more markel-medialed.
Third. the large mass of working
people is allenated from the froits of
its labour becanse workers do nol own
the produdis they produce. Moreover,
workers have no control over Lhe wark
process sell — unlike in the days
when skilled craftsmen controlled
their own labour, loday the content of
the nclory worker's working day is
decided by the management. Finally,
a5 Lhe combined resull of all these
allenations, human belngs are also
dallenaled (rom themselves and
strugple In make Lhelr lives imeiningful
in wsyslem where they are both more
[ree but alse more alienaled and less
in control of their lives than before,

However, cven Lhough (| was an
caploitative and oppressive system,
Marx believed that capltalism was
nevertheless a  pecessary and
progresdive stage of human history
because it eremiled the preconditions
[oran cgalitarian fulure free [vom both
cxploitation and poverly. Capllalisi
sociely would be ranslormed by lis
viciins, Le. the working chess, whin
wiottld unile 1o collectively bring abouil
a revolulion o overthrow Il and
calablish a ree and equal soclalist
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soclely, In order to understand the
working of capitalism, Mirx undertook
an claborale study of s polltieal,
social and speclally 18 cconomic
aspects,

Miux"s conceplion of the cconoimy
wiis bused on the notion of & mode of
production, which stood [or n broad
systein ol production associated with
an epoch ar historieal period. Primitive
communism, slavery, leadalism and
capllallam: were all moedes ol
prodictlon, Al this general level, the
mode of production defines an entire
way of e characleristic of an era. Al
o more specifie lovel, wi Gin think of
the mode of production as being
something lke o building n the sense
that (L consists of a foundation or base,
and a superstructure or samething
ereeted on lop of (he base. The base —
or ceanomle base — s primurily
economic and ineludes the productive
forves and produclion relations,
Productive lorees reler o all the means
or fclors of productlon such as lamd,
labour, lechnology, sourees ol energy
{such as clecircity, voal, peiroleum and
s0 an). Production relations reler 1o
all the economic relnlionships and
[crms ol lnbour erganisillon which are
invalved in production.  Production
relntions are also properiy relations, or
relationships based on the ownership
or vonirol of the means of production,

For cxample, in Lhe mode of
productlon  ecalled primilive
communism. the prodoctive lorces
consisted mostly of nalure — foreats,
land, antmals and so on — nlong with
very rudimentary lofms of lechnology
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like simple stone lools amd hunting
weapons, Production relations were
based on community property (sinee
incividual privale property did not yel
existl) and included Lribal forms of
hunting ar gathering which were the
prevalenl  forms  of  labour
arganisalion.

The eronomic base Lhus consisted
of productive forees and relatlons of
production. 'On this base rested all
the socvial, cultural and political
inslituilons ol sociely. Thus,
institulions lke religlon, arl, law,
literatare or different forms of belicts
and Ideas were all part of Lhe
‘supersiructure” which was buill on
lop of the base. Marx argued that
people’s ideas and belicls originated
from Lhe economic system of which
they were purl.  How human beings
carned Lheir livelihood determined how
they thoughlt — material e shaped
ideas, ideas did nol shape material
life. This argument wenl against the
dominant ways of thinking in Marx's
Hme, when il was common o argue
that human beings were free jo think
whalever hey wanled and that ideas
shaped the world.

Marx placed great emphasis an
econome struclures fnd processes
because he belleved thal they (ormed
the founduations of every social syslem
throughout buman history. W we
understand how the economy works
and how it has been changing in the
past. he argued, we ean learn how Lo
change soclety in the future. But how
can such change be broughl aboul?
Marx's answer: Uwough elass strugole.
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Crass STRUGGLE

For Mars. Lhe most aporiant methixd
of elassifylng people nlo saocial groups
was with reference (o the production
process, mther than rellgion, kinguage,
nationalily or similar ldendities.  He
argued that people who oceupy the
same positlon in the soctal production
process will eventually formn cliss, By
virtue of their localion in the
produclilon process and in properly
relatlons, they share the siine inleresls
ane objectives, even though they may
nol recognise Lthis immediately,
Classes are lormed through historical
processes, which are in turn shaped
by lransformations in the conditions
and lorees ol production, and
consequent conflicls between already
cxisling elasses, As Lhe mode ol
production — thal s, Lthe production
Lechnology and the social relations of
production — changes, conlllets
develop belweett different classes which
resull in struggles.  For example, the
capitalist mode of production ereates the
working class. which is a new urban,
properiy-less group created by the
destruction of e feudal apricultural
system. Serfs and small peasants were
thrown ofl Lheir lands and deprived of
thicir earlier sources of bivelvhiood. They
then congregated in vities looking for
ways to survive, and the pressure of the
baws and patice forced them to work in
the: newly buill Gctories. Thus, a larpe
new socind group was oreated consisting
of properiy-less people who were foreed
to work for their living. This shared
location within the production process
makes workers into a class.
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Marx was a proponenl of class
sirugale. Ie believed Lhal class
struggle was the major driving lorce
ol change in socicty. In The Conunurnist
Manilesio [which was ulso a
programime ol action), Marx and
Engels presenled thedr views Ina clear
and concise manner. s opening lnes
declare, The history of all hitherio
existing socielics is the history of cliass
struggle’. They went on o (race the
course o0f human history and
deseribed how the nature of thie class
struggle varied In different historical
vpochs.  As soclety evolved [rom the
primitive W Lthe modern through
distinet phases, choh characlerised by
particular kinds of conllict betweéen the
oppressor and oppréssed classes,
Marx and Engels wrole, 'Trecmian and
slave, palrician and plebelan, lord and
serf, guild master and journeyman, In
a word, appressor and oppressed,
siood In constanl opposillon o one
another, carvled oul an uniintersupted,
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now hidden, now apen light'. The
major opposing clisaes of cach stuge
were identified from the conlrzdictions
of the production process, In
capitalism Lthe bourgeolsle l(or
capitalisis) owned all the means ol
production, (such as investible caplial,
existing fclories and machinery, land
nngd 5o on), On the other hand, the
working class lost all the means ol
production that il owned (or had aceess
Lo) in the pasi. Thuos, in the capliallsi
soclal syslem, workers had no chojee
bul o sell their ibour lor wages in
order Lo survive, beeatise they had
nothing clse.

Even when two classes are
objeclively opposed o cach other, they
do nol aulomatically engage in
conllict.  For confliel lo oceur {1 is
necessary for them o become
subjectvely conscious of thelr class
interests and denlities, and therelore
also of thelr rivals’ inleresis and
Identitbes, i is only afler Lhis kind of

. Activity 2.
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‘the same class as @ poor ‘labourer who lives in the village and
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peasamt who owns o small plece of kand — do they belong (o the same cliss if
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mﬂqmmmummnmmﬁm o these exantples.
| Suggestion: Try to hmiagine what interesis the people mentioned in these e :
may havein oommeon; think of the pesttion they eccupy in the larger social system,
- in relation to the production process. |
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‘vlass conscipusness' Is develaped
through political mobilisallon thal
class comnflicls oceur. Such condlicts can
lead Lo the overthrow of & dominant or
ruling cless (or conlition of classes) by
the previously dominated or
aubardinated classes — this is colled @
revolution. In Mords theory, economic
processes erealed contradictions which

I turm generaled elass conllicl. But
ceonomic  procvesses  did  nol

aulomaileally lead o revolulion —
ancial and political procoesses were also
needed Lo bring aboul a total
transformation of sociely.

The presence of ideology is one
renson why the refationship between
evnnoule and socio-political processes
becomnes complicated, In every cpochy,
the ruling classes promole d domibant
ideology. . This dominant ideology, or
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waty of seelng the waorld, tends bo justify
the domination of the ruling class and
the exixling sovial arder. For example,
dominant deologics may encourape
paar people Lo belicve that they are poor
nol beenuse they are explolled by the
rich but becnuse of 'ile’, or beeanse of
bad deévds in o previows Ule, and so on,
However, dominant ideologics are nol
always suceessiul, and they can also be
vhallenged by altermstive worldvlews or
riviil ideologics. As constiousness
sprezacds unevenly among classes, how
a class will it in a particular historical
sliuntion cannol be pre-delermined,
Hence, aceording (0 Marx, econoimie
processes generally tend to generate
chiss conllicts, (hough Uis also depends
dn political and soclal conditions, Given
favourable conditions, class conllels
culmbate in revolutions,

18H7: Appointed
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Emile “"’mumm el (1858-1917)
Emile Durkhelm was born on Apsil 15, 1658 in Epinal in the
Lorraiine reffion of Frinee on the German border: He was from
mhnjimdmﬁi s and.
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I‘HI:HH-I Tudes of Sociological Method.

1897 Founds Anee st social selenee joumal in Franee:
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: o arc Social
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1917: Diesat the age of 58, heartboken by the death of his-son. Andre in Warld
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Emile Dudkhelm muy be cotsidered
as the founder of soclology 635 a lrnal
diseipline as he was the first 1o become
a4 Professar of Soclology in Pirds in
1913, Bom inle an arthodox Jewish
family, Durkhelm was senl lo a
rabbinicial school (@ Jewish religlous
schoaol) [or his cary education. By the
tme he enlered the Ecole Normale
Supericure in 1876 he broke with his
religious orfentalion and declared
himsell an agnoslie. However, his
morn] upbringing had an enduring
influence an his soclologlenl thinking,
The moral codes were ithe key
characleristics of a soclely thal
determined the behaviour patlerns of
individuals, Coming (rom a religious
Bunily, Durkhelm cherished the dea
ol developing a secular understanding
of religion. I was in his last book. The
Elernertary Forms of Religious Lifethal
he was finally able to fuliil this wish,

Society was [or Durkhelm a gocial
[acl which exisled as a moral
communily over and above Lhe
individual. The tes thal bound people
in groups were crucial 1o the existlende
of sociely, These ties or sotlal
solldarities exerled pressure on
individuals 1o conform (o the nonns
amnd expeclations of the group. This
canstirained the individual’s beliaviour
palliern, limiting variation within a
small mnge. Consiretion of cholee in
social aclion meant hal behaviour
could now be predicted as 1L lollowed
i paltern. So by abserving behaviour
pallerns il was possible to fdenlify the
norms, codes and soclal solldaritics
which governed them. Thus, the
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existence of olherwiss ‘Invisible’ things
like fdeas, norms, values and so on
could be emplrically verified by
sludying Lhe pillerns of soclal
behaviour of people as they related Lo
cach other in a soclely.

Far Durkhelm the socinl wis Lo be
found in the codes ol conduct mposed
ot individuals by collective agreement.
It was cvident in' the proctices of
everyday lile. The scioniific
undersianding of sociely  thuol
Durkhelm soughl to develop was
based on the recognition of moral
Gicls, FHe wrole, "Moral fmels are
phenomena like others: they consisi
of tules ol action fecognizable by
certain distinetive characterisies, it
must then be possible Lo observe
them, describe them, classily them
and loek for vertain laws cxpluining
them” (Durkhelm 1964: 32).  Maorald
codes were manifestations of
puarticular social conditions.  Henee
the moralily appropriale lor one
soclely wis inappropriale [ir another,
Sao for Durkhetm, the prevalling social
conditions could be deduced fram the
moral codes. This made sociolegy akin
to the natural sclences and was in
keeping wilh his larger objeclive ol
establishing sociology as a rigorous
sclenlific discipline.

Dhorsnems’'s Vision OF SOCLocy

Durkhelm’s vision ol sociology as a
new  scientific  discipline was
characterised by two delining
[eatures. Firsl the subject matier of
sociology — the study of social lacls
— was different Irom the other
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selences. Sociology concerned lisell
exclusively with what he called the
‘emergent” level, thal is, the level of
complex collective life where social
phenomena ean cmerge. These
phenomena — for example, Social
Institutions like religion or Lhe family,
or social values like Ifriendship or
patriotism ele, — were only possible
In a camplex whole thal was lager
than [and differenl from)] s
consUtuent parts.  Although It is
composed enlirely ol individuals, o
collective social entity like a oolhall
or crickel lenm becomes something
other than and much more than just
4 collection of eleven persons. Soctal
entitles like teams, political pariies,
streel gangs, religlous communities,
nalions and so on belonyg (o a different
level of reality Lhan the level of
individuals. 1t is this emergent’ level
that sociology studics.

The second delining festure ol
Durkheim’s vision of socialogy was that,
like: most of the natuml seicoces, L was
to be an empirical discipline. This was
aclually a dilfficull claim o make
because social phenomena ane by thelr
very rialune abstracl, We canniot ‘see’ a
collective entity like the Jain
community, or the Bengall lor
Malavalam or Murathl) speaking
cormnudly, or the Nepalese or Egyptian
malionud communities. Al least, we
cannol scee them in the same
stmightiorward way thal we can see a
tree or a boy or a clound, Even when the
socln]l phomomenon is small — ke a
lamily or & healre group — we can
dirvetly see only the individuals who

B
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ke up the collectivity: we cannol sec
the collectivity lisell One of Durkhedm's
mest signillcant achievemenis is his
demornstration thal socviology, a
discipline thal deall with abstirael
entities like sociul [acls, could
nevertheless be o selence founded on
observable, empirically verlliable
evidence. Although nol directly
abservable, soctal [acts were Indirectly
obscrvable through patterns of
behaviour, The most [amous cample
of his use of a new kinud of empirical
daia is in his siudy of Sercicle. Allthough
cach individual case ol suicide was
specilie o e individual and his fher
eireumstances, the average rate of
suivide aggregated across hundreds of
thousands of individuals in a
conumunity was 4 social faclt.  Thus,
sovial facts could be observed vin social
behaviour, and specially aggregated
patterns of social behavionr.

S0 whaot are “socind facts™ Social
facis are like things: They are exiernal
to the individual bul constrain their
behaviour, Institulions like law,
cducation and religion constitule
socinl facts. Social facts are colleetive
representations which emerge from
the sssociation of people. Thoey are nol
particalor to a person bul of 8 general
patlure, independent of the individual,
Attributes like beliels, feclings or
collective praclices are exunples.

Division of Labour in Socicly

in his first book. Bivisfon of Labour in
Soctedy, Durkheim demonstmled his
method of analysis o explain the
evolution of soctety (rom the primitive
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lo the modern, He classificd a sociely
by the nature of social solidarity whicl
existed in (that soclely, He arpued thal
while o primitive soclely was organised
according (o ‘mechanical’ solidarily,

mnderm soclely was bascd on "organie”
solidarity, Mechanieal solldarily is
foundeie] on Lhe similacity of = indiidual
menbers and is [ound in socleties with
small populations, I typically [nvolves
i volleetion of different  self-suffleient
groups where cach person within a
particular group s engaged in similar
activitles or lunclions, As the solidarity
or Ues between people are based on
similurily and personal relallonships,
surh soclellcs are nol very tolerant of
differences and any vielalion of the
ndrmns ol Lhe conununily atiracts hursh
punishment. In olher wornds, mechunieal
solicdirily biased socleties have represalve
laws disioned (o prevent deviaiion from
comnunity nonns: This wis bociuss The
individual aned the communily were so
Lightly infegrmbed thal itwas feared thal
any violation ol vodes of eomdued could
resull in the disintegration of e
cotnrmunily.

Orpanie solldarity chamclerises
modern soclely and 8 baged on the
heterogenelly of s members. 1L is
found (n soclctics wilth large
populatlions, where mosl soclal
relatlonships nécessarily have Ly be
npersonal.  Such 4 soclety s based
on mstitutions, and cach of jis
constituenl groups or unils s not gelf-
sullicient bul dependentl on other
unlis/groups for Lheir survival.
Inlerdependence Is the essence af
organic solldariiy. 11 celebrales
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individuals and allows for their need
to be different from each other, and
recoginlses Lthelr mulliple roles and
organic lies, The laws of modern
sociely are restilutive’ in natire mther
than ‘repressive’. This means that in
maodern socletics, Lhe law aims (o
repair or cormect the wrang thal s done
by & criminal acl. By conbrasi, in
primitive sociclies the law soughl to
punish wrong doers and enforced o
sort al eollective revenge for Lhelr acts.,
in modern society the individual was
glven some aulonomy, whereas in
primitive socicties the individual was
tolally ;_mhmcrglcd i e collectivity.

A charseleriste Tealure of modermn
socictles |s thatl individoals wilh
similar goals come ugether voluntarily
Lo form groups and assoclallons. As
these are groups oriented lowards
specilic gouls, they remain distinel
from cach other and do nol seck o
take over the enitlre e of iLs members,
Thus, individuals hiave many different
identties in different conlexts, This
crables individuals (o emerge from the
shadow of the communily and
esliablisly their distined jdenlily in
terms of the [unctions they perform
and the mles they play, Sinee all
individuals have Lo depend on others
for the fullllment ol their basic necds
like food, elothing, shelter and
education, thelr Intensily of
Interaction with ollers Inereases,
Imper=onal rules and regulalions are
required Lo govern social relations in
such zocieties because persanalided
relations can no longer be maintained
in a large population.



The Division of Labour in Sociely
provides a good preview ol
Durkhelm's enduring coneerng. His
e¢ffort Lo creale a new sclentific
discipline wilh a distinel subject
which can be cmplideally vilidaled is
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discusses Lhe dilferent types of soclal
solidarity as soclal facts, 1Hs objective
and sccular annlysis of Lhe social tes
which underlic differenl types of
socicty laid the foundatlon of
soclalogy as Lhe new scélence of

clearly manilesicd in the way he

soclety.

Max Weber [1BB4-1820)

Max Weber was born on-21 April, 1864 n Erfurt,
Germany Into a Prussian mily. His father was a
magistrate and a polibician who was an ardent
numuthhﬂuudﬁ#hﬂrruﬂﬂmmk. Hix mother was
from o distinguished liberal family from Heldelberg.

188 Wenl to Heidelberg to study faw.
1854 84 Studied at the mniversities of Goftingen

:md Hmﬂn.
888 Submitted htqliﬂdlﬂ'&]. dlmmﬁm:p on-A'

muﬂm#n ta the History of Mediesal

Husiness Orgatifsations.

1891 mmummmﬂummmg_

hint 1o be & lnu:l':ﬂ an Jhrmu -

Private Low.
1845 Mareted Martanne Schnltger.
185496 Mmﬁmmmmmmm&m
1897-1901°  Has o mervons breakdosen oo falls 81 ootk to werk., travels (o Rome.
1901 TP
(CHRH mmmmwmmmﬁsmm
L4 Travels t the USA. Pblishes The Protestant Ethic sand the Spirtt of
1818 ‘Takes up a specially ereated chair in Sociology at Vienna.
1918: Appointed Prolessor of Evonontics at this University of Muniéh:

Almiost ull of his mujor works whicth made him famots were tramsinted
- in book form anly afier his death. These include: The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capittalism 19350}, From Max Weber=
Essys tn Soctolosy | 1996), Max Weber on the Methodoligy of the Sockl
Scierces (1949). The Religdon of India (Y958) and Eronomy and Soclety
1 vals, 1968).
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Ttmybnﬂingtmﬂmtﬂnm&g
umamidahle
t:nnym:h!nlt

; o yols think of situstions or
o form groups ar collectivities despite
and having ¢

of mass communicofion
in
Wﬂ"ﬁdﬁm things |

in this coniext?

thie socinl world is very o

Activily 3

Try tn compare what Durlchedm and Marx say shout the social division af labour.
evalves. the sockal srganisation of production
gxmmumm;ﬂn.ﬁn diviston of inbour beoomes more detatled. and this creates.
, mﬁﬁmtmqh]mﬂutﬁmﬂmm
Ilw.:m:pmaﬁmm What do.you think shout this?
mwhfﬂummnyh:m;hu&mﬂnmmmﬂm
mlmﬂmmhmmw

nnilic] tutnmu?mmtmtﬂ"mmmtnmldmmm
mmmmwmmuw
Can you think of reasons why Durkhelm may be wrong about maodern society
giving more freedom (o the individual? For example, isot L tnie thal the spread
wmwmm
= clothes or music? Today, young people in
mmmﬂwmmmm o be
lhtmmgln-lhunmmudn or wearing the sume
Does this make Durkhelm wrong? What could be the arguments for and sgainst

mmhmmmmmmm&m
right answer. In anyihing to do with soclety and human
e are many righl answers, uﬁsmhnn#lg '
tgnnfdﬁ:rnrﬂmﬂu;mﬂy arid partly
. il It changes from Lime Lo tinie and from place
o plnce. This makes it all the more important io learn bow 0 think carchully
ahputﬂmmmpmﬂmhwmmh&;ﬁ;lﬂwmgmamﬂmﬂq

fromy different class

 different
kind of ¢lothes than ever before.

/1t is poasihle that
ane contest bul wTong.
amd s an. Inoether wards,

Max Weber was ane of the leading
Genunan soclal thinkers of his (e,
Desplie long periods of physieal and
menlal [ health, he has el a cleby
legacy ol socinlogical writing. He wrole
cxlensively on many subjects bul
focused on developing an interpretive
sovtology of social action and of power
and dominalion. Another major
concern of Weber was the process of
rationalisation o modern socicty and
the relationship of the virioes religions
of the world with this process.

Max Weber and Inlerpretive Sociology

Weber argued Lhat the overall objeclive
of the social scienees was Lo develop an
Interpretive uniderstanding of social
action’. These scierices were thus very
differenl ko the nalural sclences,
whiich abmed to discover the objective
Taws ol nature’ governing the physical
world, Sinee the central concern ol the
social selenees was with social netion
and st homen actions necessarily
involved subjective meanings, the
methods of enguiry ol social sciendce
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also had lo be dillerent (rom Lhe
methods ol nanlural selenee,. For Weber,
spcial action” included all human
behaviour Lhial was meaningful. (lal
is, nction o which actors allached a
meaning. n studving sockal action the
anciologist’s task was Lo recover Lhe
meanings atlribuled by the aclor, To
acenmplish this task the sociologist
had Lo pul themselves in Lhe aclor's
place, and Imagine whal Lhese
meanings were or could have been.
Sociology was thus a systematle form
of ‘empathetic understanding’, (hal s,
an understanding based nol on
feeling for' [sympathy) bul "leeling
with® {empathy). The cmpathic (or
empalhclic) understanding which
soclologisis derive [ram this exerelse
enables them (o aceess the subjective
meanings and motivations of social
pelors,

Weber was nmong the [irst Lo
discuss the special and complex kind
of “objectivity” that the social sciences
hiad Lo cultiviite. The social world was
lounded on subjective human
meanings, values, feelings, prejudices,
idenls and so0 on. In studving this
world, the sodinl selenees inevitably
had (o deal with these subjective
mennings. In order o caplure these
meanings and  describe them
acourately, socinl scientists had (o
canstantly practise ‘cmpathetic
undersianding’ by pulling themsclves
(imaginatively) in the place of Lthe
people whose actions they were
studying, Bul this nvestigation had
Lo be done abjectively even Lhough it
was concerned withsubjective matters,
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Thus, ‘empathetic undersianding’
reguired the sociologist 1o faithiully
record the subjective meanings and
molivalions of social aclors without
allowing his/her own personal beliefs
and opinions o nfluenee this process
I any way. In other words, sociologists
were meant o deseribe, not judge, the
subjective [eclings of others, Weber
called this kind ol objectivity “value
neulralily”. The soclologist must
neulrally record subjective values
without being alfectied Ly her fhis own
leelings /oplnions aboul (hese values,
Weber recognised that this was very
difficult 1o do bease social sefentisis
were also members of sociely and
always had lhelr own subjeclive
bellefs and prejudices. However, they
had o practse greal sell-disvipline —
cxereise an lron will' as he puls it —
in arder 1o remain value neutral” when
deseribing the values anid worldviews
of others.

Aparl [rom empalbelic under-
sianding, Weber also suggested
another methodological Lool for doing
soclology — Lhe ‘Ideal type', An ideal
tpe ks a logically consdstent model of a
social phenomenaon that highlights lts
most signiflcant characteristles, Being
a canceplual ool designed Lo help
analysis, il 8 not meant Lo be an exaed
reproduction of reality,  [deal Lypes
may exaggerale some fealures of
phenomenon thal are considered Lo be
analytically important, and ignote ar
downplay olhers. Obwlously an ideal
type should correspond o realilyina
broad sense, but s main job 5 lo
assisi analysis by bringing oul
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impaoriant fealures and econnections of
the social phenomenon being studied,
An ideal type is 1o be judged by how
helplul (4 is lor analysis and
understanding, not by how accurale or
detailed i deserption || provides,

The ideal type was used by Weber
to analyse the relationship between
the cthics of ‘'wuorld religions’ and the
ralionalisation of the soelal world in
different clvillsatlons, I wis in this
conlext that Weber suggested thal
cthics of certaln Prolestantl seels
within Christianity had a deep
influence on the development of
capltalism In Europe,

Weber again used Lhe ldeal Lype Lo
fllustrte the three ypes of authority
thal he defined ss tradillonal,
charismalic and rational-legal, While
the source of raditional authorily was
custom and precedence, churisnalic
authority derived from divine sourees
ar the ‘gl of grace”, and mitional-fegal
aulhorlly was based on legal
demareailon of acihorily.  Ratlonual-
legal authorily which prevailed in
modern Umes was epilamised in the
bureauecracy.,

Burcaucracy

Il wiis o mdde ol orsanisation which
was premised on Lhe separation of the
publie lrom the domesle world, This
meant thal behaviour in Lhe public
domaln was regulated by explicil rules
and regulations. Moreover as a public
Institulion, burcavucracy restricled Hwe
power of the offlicinls in regard Lo their
responsibilities and did nol provide
absalute power (o (hem.

Fjtl

Burcaueratie authorily is
characterised by these lealures:

() Funclioning of Officials;

i) Hicrurchical Ordering of Positions;

[tii) Helianee on Wrillen Documenl

[iv) OlMee Managemenl; and

(v) Conglued {n Oiflee.

1) Funetioniiyy of OfficialssWilhin the
bureaueracy olficials have [ixed
arcas ol ‘official jurisdiclion’
gaverned by rules, laws and
adninistrative mgulsilons, The
regular  aclivilles ol the
bureaueralic organisallon are
distribiiled in o fixed way as ollicial
dities,  Moreover. commarnds are
issued by higher authorities for
Implementation by subondinales in
a slable way, bul the responsibillties
of alfivials are siviclly delimited by
the authority svailable lo them. As
duries nre (o be fulfilled on o regular
basis, only those who have the
reguisite qualifications L perform
them are employved, Olficial
posiflons in a bureauweracy are
independent of the incumbenl as
they continue beyond the lenorse of
any occupant,

() Hierirchifcal Ordering of Positfons:
Authorily and office are placed on
a graded hierarchy where the
higher efficials supervise Lhe lower
ones. This allows scope ol appeal
to a higher official in case of
dissalisfuclion with the decisions
of lower ollleials.

[lii) Redizrnee orn Wrilles Docterend “The
munagemenl of a burecaneralie
organisalion s carded oul on the
basis of wrillen documentis
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(the fles) which are preservid as Lradning and given responsibilities with
recards, There bs cumulation in the the requisite authority Lo bnplement
declsion making of the bureaw’ or  them. The legal delimitation of tasks
office. Tt is also o pad of the publlc and authority constrained unbridled
damain which is separate from the  power and made olficials accountable
privale life of the offlcials, Ly thelr ellenis as the work was carsled

(iv) Office Management: As office  oul in the public domain.
management is a speclalised and
modern activity il regquires lmined
and skilled personnel Lo conduet
operalions,

() Comaconct ey Offiee: As ollicial activity
demands Lhe Tull time allenilon of
officials Irrespective ol her/his
delimited hours in office, henee an
offlicials conducl in affllce is
governed by exhoustive rules and
regulilions. These separale her)/
his public conduct from herfhis
behaviour in the privale domain.
Also sinee Lhese rules and
regulantions have legal recognition,
offlvials van be held accountable,
Weber's chiaraclerisalion of

bureauwcracy ns a modern [orm ol

political authorily demonstraled how

an individual actor was both
recognised lor herfhis skills and

GLOSSARY

Alienation: A process In capilalist society by which human beings are
sepamted and distinced from (or made strongers to) nature, other human
beings, their work and tts product, and thelr own nature or self.

Enlightenment: A perlod in 18th cenlury Eurape when philosophers rejected
the supremacy of religious doctrings, estahlished reason as the means to truth,
and the buman belng as Lhe sole bearer of reason.

Social Fact: Aspecis of socinl reality that are velated to collective patterns of
behaviour and beliefs, which are not ereated by individuals but exert pressure
on them and influence thelr behaviowr,
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Mode of Production: It i a system of material production which persists over
a long period of time, Each mode of prodoction is distingoished by its means
of production (eg: techoology and forms of production organisation) and the
relntions of production (eg: slivery, serfdom, wage labeur),

Office: o the contex! of bureaueraey a public pest e pesition of imperannol
and formal authority with specified powers and responsibilities: (he office has
a seporate existence independent of the person appointed to 1t [This i= different
from another meaning of the same word which refers (o an actual bureaucratic
sttt o bo its physical ocatiom eg, post office, panchayal office. Prime
Minister's office, my mother’s or fathet’s office, ete.]

1.
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Why is the Enlighteoment important for the deselopment of soclology?
How was the Indusirinl Revolution responsible for giving rise o sociology?
Wheat are the various components of 2 mode of production’

Why do classes come into conflict according to Marx?

‘Whal are sorial fact=? How do we recoiinise them?
Whant is the difference betwesn ‘merhamical’ and ‘organie” solidority?

Show. with examples, how mom! cotles are tndlestors of sortal solidarity,
What are the basle feiitures of buremermey?

What i= upu:lnlmmﬂ'zn_;mnhml the kind ol abjertivity needed in soelnd selenes?

Can you ldentily any ideas or theories which bave led Lo the [ormailon of
sorial movements in India in recent times?

Try Lo find out whal Marx sl Weber wiole about Indis

Can you think ol regomns why we should study the work of thinkers who
died long: apge™” Whal could be some reasons (o nol shoady them?
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